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Text—Ecct. 9: 10.— “ Whatsoever thy hand fin- 
deth to do, do it with thy nught ; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave 
whither thou £oest.” 

So said the Preacher, and a greater than he, who 
once said, “I must work the works of him that sent me 
while it is day: the night cometh when no man can 
work,” still says to us, and to all men, “behold I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be.” ‘These words remind 
us of the importance of improving the present moment, 
and of doing present duty. No less so, does the occa- 
sion on which they have now been quoted. One of 
our number, has recently been called to experience both 
their import, and their reality; and the same must soon 
be true of each one of us. It may be proper, therefore, 
before alluding directly to the life of our departed Sister 
to notice briefly, First, Somethings which ought to be 
done, that we may be prepared for the same great and 
last change through which she has just passed. Second- 
ly, How they ought tobe done. And Thirdly, When 
they ought to be done. 
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[. Among the things most important to be done to 
fit us for an exchange of worlds, I mention, Ist. ‘Those 
duties which have respect to our own hearts. If our 
hearts are not right in the sight of God, then most cer- 
tainly, we are not prepared to die. While our lamps 
are not trimmed or burning, how can we go forth te 
meet the bridegroom at his coming ?— ‘io know whe- 
ther we are of the number of those, whem, when their 
Lord cometh, he shall find watching, or not, we must 
examine ourselves by his word. God in his word has 
expressly mentioned certain states of heart with which 
he is pleased, and pleased with those who possess tliem. 
Such persons, therefore, must be of that number. 
Among these states of heart,” Godly fear is much 1n- 
sisted upon, and highly commended in the scriptures. 
“The Lord commanded us to feay the Lord our God 
for our good alway.—The mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting, to everlasting, upon them that fear him.— 
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord.” Penitence 
and Godly sorrow for sin, are acceptable sacrifices to 
God. “A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise--Godly sorrow worketh repentance 
unto life.’ Humility is another grace which the High 
and lofty one who inhabits eternity, delights to notice 
with special favor. It is one, too, which the blessed 
Savior often enoined upon his disciples. ‘ Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Trusting in the Lord is also both the duty and privi- 
lege of allof his people. “ Offer the sacrifices of righte- 
ousness and put your trust in the Lord—A good man 
shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is fixed 
trusting in the Lord.” Finally submission tothe Divine 
will. eminently prepares us, either to go or stay, as may 
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be the will of our master. This trait of character was 
exhibited in the life of the holy Jesus in all of its purity 
and loveliness. For more than thirty years, in poverty, 
and weakness, amidst revilings, and enmity, and suffer. 
ings, far more than we can even conceive, not one word 
of complaint against his Father’s will ever escaped his 
lips. And when the time for his departure came he was 
ready, and could joyfully say in the presence of his F'a- 
ther “TI have finished the work thou gavest me to do.” 

2. As parents and heads of families, we have duties 
to perform towards those placed under our care, ere our 
houses will be set in order and we prepared for our de- 
parture. We are commanded to train up our Children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and when called 
to leave them, to commit them tohis care. “Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve them alive, and let 
thy widows trust in me.”—'The mutual duties of hus- 
band and wife are no less clearly enjoined in the inspi- 
red word. “ Husbands, love your wives even as Christ 
loved the Church.—Wives submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands as unto the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
Church. As the Church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be unto their own husbands in every thing.” 

3. Finally under this head, since our fellow mortals, 
about us, are capable of bemg benefited or injured by 
our influence, to do the former and to avoid the latter, 
is eminently calculated to prepare us to depart in peace. 
Samuel, a prophet of the Lord, as he drew near the 
close of life, having become “old and grey headed ” in 
the service of his country and of his God, in the pre- 
sence of the assembled multitudes of Israel thus addres- 
ses them. “ Behold here [ am, witness against me 
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before the Lord, and before his anointed : whose ox have 
I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom have [ 


defrauded? whom have I! oppressed? or of whose hand 
have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes there- 
with? and I will restore it you. And they said, thou 
hast not defrauded, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou 
taken ought of any man’s hand.” The language of 
Paul in his farewell address to the elders of Ephesus, 
is no less instructive and deserving our most serious 
attention. “Ye know from the first day that I came 
into Asia after what manner I have been with you at 
all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, 
and with many tears and temptations which befell me 
by the lying in wait of the Jews: and how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed 
you and have taught you publicly and from house to 
house,—testifying both to the Jews, and also to the 
Grecks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Chirst. I have coveted no man’s silver or 
gold or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these 
hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them 
that were with me. Wherefore, I take you to record 
this day, that £ am pure from the blood of all men, for 
1 have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel 
of God.” 

Il. How are these things to be done? How are 
these states of heart to be obtained, and these duties, 
just referred to, to be performed? In reply to these 
queries, I remark, 

1. By renouncing all Confidence in our own good- 
ness, or ability to render ourselves pleasing or accepta- 
ble to God. We must look upon “all of our own righte- 
ousnesses as filthy rags in his sight.” before we can be 
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clothed in the righteousness of his Son. It is then 
that “Christ is made unto us, wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption ; That accord- 
ing as it is written, “ He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord.” “When I am weak” says the Apostle, 
“then am I strong.” “I can do all things, through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.”—‘‘ Without me” says 
the Savior,” ye can do nothing.” No, we are not suffi- 
cient of ourselves even “to think any thing, as of our- 
selves ; but our sufficiency is of God.” 

2. We may attain to a preparation for death, by 
constantly doing what God in his word and providence 
enjoins. “If ye keep my Commandments ye shall a- 
bide in my love; evenas I have kept my F'ather’s, com- 
mandments and abide in his love.” In the parable of 
the talents, our Lord is represented as commending the 
faithfulness of him, who had improved his talents, in 
the following manner: ” Well done thou good and faith- 
ful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things, enter thou in- 
to the joy of thy lord.” Paul in the near prospect of death 
triumphantly exclaims ; “ 1 am now ready to be offered”, 
Why? Because he had ” fought a good fight,” had 
“finished his course,” had” kept the faith.” How that 
eminent servant of God fought, is best told in his own 
words. “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight 
I, not as one that beateth the air: but I keep under my 
body, and bring it into snbjection; lest that by any means 
when I have preached to others I myself should be a cast 
away.” How he would have his brethren fight, and 
be prepared for every event, is likewise best told in his 
own words.—“ Finally my brothren be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might. Put on the whole 


armour of God that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but agamst principalities, against powers, a- 
gainst the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be ableto 
withstand in the evil day ; and having done all to stand.” 
When wehave thus comphed with those exhortations 
of the apostle, we too, my dear friends, may make use 
of the same triumphant language and say that “ we have 
fought a good fight, have finished our course, have kept 
the faith,” and that henceforth there is laid up for us 
a crown of a righteousness which the Lord the righteous 
judge shall give us at that day, and not only us, but un- 
io all them also that love his appearing.” 

III. We are to notice in the third and last place, When 
these duties ought to be done. ‘The language of our text 
plainly teaches us that they should be done now. “ What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for 
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave whither thou goest.” Our day of 
probation closes with the present life. But life how un- 
certain ! “ Our days on earth are as a shadow, and there 
is none abiding”, "he word and providence of God, 
therefore, as well as our own consciences, all unite in 
saying, as did our blessed Savior,” Be ye therefore ready 
also, for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye 
think not.” 

In view of what has now been said, 1 remark. 

1. We see when we may regard ourselves as being 
prepared to die. it is when the state of our hearts is 
right in the sight of God. 


2. Our subject teaches us, that the sovreign grace of 


(oo ) 


God is noless concerned in preparing his people for 
their entrance into the heavenly state, than it was in 
bringing them into his spiritual kgdom on earth. And 
as they are brought into this kingdom in a great variety 
of circumstances, so does God make use of a great variety 
of means to qualify them for his service and glory in the 
heavenly world. How different were the circumstances 
of David and Lazarus, of Paul and the thiefon the cross 
when they became the subjects of regenerating grace! 
By what different means too, did God prepare them for 
the employments of heaven! Yet who will presume 
to say, that Paul, or David was better prepared for such 
employments, than the beggar at the rich man’s gate, 
or the condemned culprit upon the cross. 

3. Our subject reminds us how we should treat our 
friends in the near prospect of death. When we see evi- 
dence that they possess Godly fear, penitence in view 
of past sins, humility, confidence in the Lord, and sub- 
mission to the Divine Will in all things, then we may 
encourage them to hope that the Lord is thus making 
them” meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light.” But where these exercises do not 
exist, though their joy be ever so great, and their vis- 
ions ever so glorious, in their own view, if we would be 
faithful to our dying friends, we must assure them, thai 
they are resting upon a false hope—a hope that will 
prove like the spiders web at the giving up of the ghost. 

4. In view of the evidences of piety already referred 
to, we are permitted to cherish the consoling hope, that 
our sister was made ready for her departure, and is to 
day with her Savior in the Paradise of God. "he dark 
portals of the grave can only close upon her dust, while 


her spirit, has already become a free, and happy, and 


COMED 2) 

glorified inhabitant of the celestial city. “ And there 
shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it: and his servants shall serve 
him: and they shall see his face; and his name shall 
be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night 
there ; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun ; 
for the Lord God giveth them light; and they shall 
reign for ever and ever.” 

Any very extended account of the early history of our 
desceased friend, will not, of course, be expected on an 
occasion like the present, That belongs to another 
place. Let it suffice then, to note here, the following 
items. 

Mrs. Emilie Royce Bradley, only daughter of Phi- 
nehas and Deborah Royce, was born in Clinton, Onei- 
da Co, N. York July 12th. 1811. She was educated at 
Clinton Female Seminary—became hopefully pious 
in the nineteenth year of her age, and joined the Con- 
sregational Church of Clinton, in May of the same 
year 1831. She early became interested in the cause of 
missions, and expected for a time, to spend her life, 
singly, as.a teacher, in connection with the American 
mission at Bombay: but God ordered otherwise. She was 
married to Dan Beach Bradley M.D. June 5th. 1834— 
embarked for Siam Boston July 2nd. of the same year 
—arrived in Bangkok July 18th. of the following year,— 
and died of pulmonary Consumption in this city, Aug. 
2nd. 1845. Mrs. Bradley:had been the mother of five 
children, three of whom, still survive, and whom with 
an afflicted husband, she has now left to mourn her 
early removal from them :—but not as those who mourn 
without hope. What is loss to them, is, doubtless, 


great gain to her, 
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Some of the excellencies, which onr sister exhibited 
while among us, in the several relations of neighbor, 
mother, wife, christian, and missionary, let us now . 
briefly notice, in the hope that we may all cherish her 
memory with increasing pleasure and be stimulated to 
add to our own characters whatever is excellent and 
praise worthy in the sight of God. 

In her intercourse witb her neighbors, the conduct of 
our departed friend, was frank and undisguised. Where 
she thoucht her advice might be of service, it was freely 
and cheerfully given. Whatever useful thing she had 
learned by experience in the management of a family 
among the heathen, or in her labors for their good, she 
was equally happy to make known to those who had 
had less experience than herself. She was willing too, 
as occasion required, to forego her own convenience, 
to accommodate others. Her table was free to those 
who called at her house, while the poor and the famish- 
ing were neither overlooked nor sent empty away. As 
she was uniformly engaged and busied about the con- 
cerns of her own family, so she seldom unnecessarily, 
consumed the time of her neighbors, or interfered with 
their family arrangements. he sick, whom she was not 
able to visit, she did not forget; and so, when her own 
tenement was breaking and falling in pieces, she found 
her neighbors, willing, and happy, to reciprocate her 
former kindnesses. 

As amother, Mrs. Bradley, diligently sought the bles- 
ing of a covenant keeping God to rest on her children. 
But having a feeble constitution, aud subject to frequent 
infirmities, she was prevented from doing all that for 
her children, which her care and anxiety, on their ac- 
count, shewed that she would be elad to do for them, 
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The difficulties with which she had to contend, in these 
respects, and that for a number of years, must, necessa- 
trily be very imperfectly understood by all who have not 
actuaily experienced them. Notwithstanding all these 
embarrassments, she did, habitually and perseveringly, 
devote much time to the instruction and moral culture 
of her children, and has left behind her an&@example of 
‘ndustry and frugality worthy of their imitation. 

‘The members of the maternal Association of Bangkok, 
can bear witness to the uniform attendance of Mrs. Brad- 
ley at their stated meetings, and to her deep and perma- 
nent interest in them. 'They can bear witness, also, to 
the readiness with which she gave her own views, how 
willingly she listened to the views of others, how glad- 
ly she availed herself of the suggestions of age, and of 
experience, how hopeless she regarded all of her own ef- 
forts for the good of her children without Divine aid, and 
and how often her tears gave vent to the intensity of her 
desires that they might early become the subjects of re- 
generating grace. But while she thus felt and prayed 
for her own children, she did not neglect to feel and to 
pray for those of her sisters. Seldom did she lead in 
prayer, on such occasions, when they were not distinct- 
ly alluded to, and particularly those of them, whose 
mothers now rest from their labors. 

As a wife, so far as her conduct came under public 
observation, our departed sister revered her husband, 
studied to lighten his burdens, cared for his reputation, 
sought his happiness, and labored to promote his 
piety, and to extend his usefulness. Few families, 
whether in christian or in heathen lands, are more sub- 
ject to interruptions at all times,and to frequent and un- 
expected absences, on the part of the father, than was 


hers: yet I am not aware that she was ever in the habit 
of making this a ground of complaint. Her plans, whe- 
ther for labor, or recreation, whether they respected her 
own family, or the heathen, friends in America, or fellow 
laborers in Siam, were cheefully conformed to those of 
her husband. In visiting her friends, as is well known, 
she was strictly guarded against consuming the time of 
her husband. And seldom was he absent, on her account, 
from any of our stated meetings for business or prayer, 
till within a few weeks previous to her death. Jn super- 
intending the affairs of her family, and in looking after 
many articles belonging to the mission, Mrs. Bradley 
sustained a large burden of care, to relieve her husband, 
and to aid him in his work. 

As a christain, our departed friend, was conscientious. 
Her attendance at the house of God on the Sabbath, 
while health and strength continued, was constant and 
cheerful. She delighted in the services of the sanctua- 
ry, and the preacher found in her an attentive, and an 
interested hearer. She relished sound doctrine, and 
may be said to have abided by the “old paths,” rather 
than to have sought new, while her soul was manifestly 
nourished by the sincere milk of the word. Uniformly 
present at the social prayer meeting with her sisters, she 
seems to have been ever ready to contribute to the in- 
terest of the occasion, by her exhortations and prayers. 
As she esteemed it a great privilege, publicly to conse- 
crate her children to God, so she laid fast hold of the 
convenant, which God has been pleased to establish be- 
tween himself, his people, and their children after them ; 
and this sentiment evidently strengthened with increa- 
sing years. It is well know to most present, that our 


sister was scrupulous in avoiding the profanation of the 
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Sabbath, by dome unnecessary work, or taking exer- 
cise herself, or by countenancing the same in others, on 
the Lords day. Her bible and her closet, seem to have 
occupied more and more of her time, as the period for 
her departure drew near. ‘The piety of Mrs. Bradley, 
consisted more of practice, than of theory: more of 
principle, than of feeling. Its raptures, few and moder- 
ate. its joys, uniform and consoling. In trials and 
afflictions, it enabled her to commit her way unto the 
Lord ; and in the near prospect of death, it caused her 
to mourn over her sins like a penitent, and to rejoice in 
her Savior lke a child of God. 

As a missionary, we may regard our friend as one, 
who, having put her hands to the plough, looked not 
back. And this was uniformly true of her during the 
ten years that she was permitted to spend on heathen 
ground. In her attempts to benefit the heathen, she 
seems to have directed her efforts to the instruction of 
the young, till loss of health, and the increasing cares of 
her family, compelled her to desist. Being thus shut out 
from personal intercourse with native children, she 
then, as she was able, prepared reading matter for them, 
which it is hoped has been useful to many of the chil- 
dren. of this land, and may continue to be so for a long 
time to come. Her attainments in the Siamese lan- 
guage, and particularly her ability to speak it, have not 
unfrequently been commended by some of the Siamese 
nobles themselves. 

But what gave a peculiar cast to the missionary cha- 
racter of Mrs. Bradley was the principle already alluded 
to, viz. she had enlisted in the work for life. When she 
left her home, and country, and friends, it was to make 
her home in a heathen land, to spend her life with the 
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heathen, to labor for their good, and to die among them. 
Hence her correspondence with friends at home, and her 
intercourse with all here, both associates and natives, 
partook of the same character, and breathed the same 
spirit. Hence too, her views of missionary life and labors, 
were such as to make her uniformly cheerful and hap- 
py in her work. I am not aware that she ever indulged 
herself, or wasted her time, in talking about the superior 
trials, privations, and hardships of missionaries, com- 
pared with their fellow laborers in christian lands : but 
on the contrary, she was not unfrequently heard to say, 
that the trials of missionaries are no more tedious to be 
borne, than those of many poor ministers at home. By 
entertaining such views, she was enabled to sympathize 
with friends to the missionary cause at home, to feel their 
embarassments, and to appreciate their efforts. And 
whenever she had occasion to speak of the proceedings 
of the Prudential Committee or of the Board, it was u- 
niformly in terms of confidence and respect. With such 
sentiments, and in such a manner, as I have now dis- 
ceribed, did our departed sister labor for the salvation of 
this people. It was her lot to commence her labors here 
while the field was comparatively new, and in common 
with her fellow pioneers in the work, she experienced 
trials of anxiety, fear, labor, and disappointment, some 
of which, do not to the same extent, press upon those, 
whom she has left behind. It was her Jot, also, in com- 
mon with them, and aduty which she cheerfully perform- 
ed to the close of life, to prepare the ground, and sow 
the seed: but ere the harvest had come, or the song of 
the reapers was heard in the field, she was called away 
to rest awhile with her Lord. 

In the above remaks, I wish to have it distinctly un- 


Cap oly) 


derstood, that nothing, designedly, has been said by 
way of comparison of the excellencies of our absent 
friend, and those of her fellow laborers. My object, as 
already expressed, has simply been, to mention some of 
her excellencies, which are well known to most present, 
in the hope that we may all cherish her memory with 
increasing pleasure, and be stimulated to add to our own 
characters, whatever is excellent, and praise worthy, in 
the sight of God. 

5. In view of our subject !remark. We see that our 
Brother has been bereaved of a worthy companion ; his 
children, of a praying mother; and the Church of God 
of a tried and firm friend to the cause of missions. 
Hence it may be proper, by way of improving this So- 
lemn dispensation, to add a few remarks for the comfort 
and benefit of all concerned. 

First then, let me say to our afflicted Brother, be as- 
sured of the sympathies and prayers of all of God’s 
people, who may become acquainted with your circum- 
stances. There are certain things which do as surely 
move the hearts of Christians, i whatever age or coun- 
try they may exist, as does the love of Christ impel 
them to duty. Bereavements, like the present, are a- 
mong those things. Christ and his people are one. 
“And whether one member suffer, all the members suf- 
fer with it; or one member be honored, all the members 
rejoice with it.” As the circumstances of the mission- 
ary ultimately become more extensively known to the 
christian world, than those of his fellow laborer at home, 
so the situation of the former, will naturally call forth 
more sympathy and prayer on his behalf, than that of 
the latter. 

Again call to mind the way in which the Lord has 
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been pleased to lead you hitherto, and see how great 
occasion you have, to wonder and be astonished at his 
mercy and faithfulness towards you on the one hand, 
and to be penitent and humble, in view of the limited 
improvement you have made of them on the other. If 
while you were yet his enemy, God was pleased to call 
you into the kingdom of his Son, will he not still care 
for you? If when you wandered away from him, the 
Lord was pleased to stretch out his hand, and chastise 
you with more than a father’s faithfulness, will he not 
watch over you still? And now, if God has permitted 
the fire of affliction to kindle thick, and to blaze high 
about you, and the tempest to gather fierceness, to burn 
up and drive away the straw and the chaff which re- 
main, will he not preserve the wheat, and gather it into 
his garner ? 

Again, consider how comforting a message you are a- 
ble to convey to the parents, and other relatives and ab- 
sent friends of your departed companion. How consol- 
ing ta tell those aged parents, what their only and long 
absent daughter has done for you, as an effectionate wife, 
to smooth the rugged paths of this world, and to make 
the journey of life easy! What a privilege to be able to 
tell them, how much you have been aided by her coun- 
sels,—assisted by her labors,—stimulated by her exam- 
ple,—consoled by her sympathies,—and made more use- 
ful, and more happy by the faithfulness and piety of 
their much loved daughter! You can tell them more- 
over, what she was as amother. How patiently and pet- 
severingly, she instructed, counselled, and watched over 
her children to the last. How earnestly she sought the 
covenanted blessings of God to rest upon them while 
living, and with what submission and confidence she 
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commended them to His providence and grace, with her 
expiring breath. It will likewise console her parents to 
know, with what composure and resignation, their daugh- 
ter endured the embarrassments and pains of a long and 
wasting disease in a strange land; what ample testimony 
she gave of her interest in her work while she lived; and 
and how peacefully she at length, received that great and 
last enemy of our race when he was breaking in at her 
windows. It will rejoice their hearts also to hear, that 
when the “ king of terrors ” came, he came, not to alarm 
or to terrify ; but as a spectator, to witness the glorious 
triumphs of divine grace, in restormg their sin ruined 
child, to the perfect image and favor of her reconciled 
God. Fear was gone. And but a short time before her 
departure, she said “I have no ecstacies, and probably shall 
have none; but [ have peace in God.” Afterwards, hav- 
ing warned and counselled her children,and having taken 
an affectionate leave of them, her husband, and other 
friends present, she assured all that she was happy and 
near her home.” And almost the last words that she was 
heard to articulate, were in testimony to the love of 
Jesus,—“ That itis like a three fold cord, that cannot be 
broken.” 

Finally my Brother, let it comfort your heart to reflect, 
that through the abounding grace of God, all who have 
manifested their interest in your departed companion by 
their contributions and their prayers, may be assured 
that their sympathies were not mis-directed, nor their 
bounty squandered upon an unworthy recipient. It was 
regarded by the Patriarchs, as a peculiar privilege that 
they were permitted to bury their dead, and be buried 
themselves in the promised land long before it was pos- 
sessed by theit posterity. You, in common with some 
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of your brethren, have now enjoyed a similar privilege 
in burying your wife here in this promised land, with 
the certain expectation, that ere long this whole land will 
be possessed by the true Israel of God. As then, Abra- 
ham the father of the faithful trusted in God, and it was 
counted to him for righteousness, so let your soul, my 
Brother, trust in him. “ Blessed is the man that maketh 
the Lord his trust. Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
he shall sustain thee; he shall never suffer the righteous 
to be moved.” 

Emilie-Jane and Sophia, I have a word or two for you.* 
You have now heard what has been said about your dear 
mother. Remember as much of it as youcan. We all 
hope that she is now in heaven. She will never have any 
more pain. She will never hunger, nor thirst any more,— 
never cough, be faint, or weary any more. Her soul is now 
ina most happy place, where; the assembly never breaks 
up, and where their joys never end. If you wish to go al- 
so to dwell where she is when you die, you must remem- 
ber and do what she told you. Often call to mind, how 
much she prayed for you, and what she said to you just 
before she died. If you thus obey your dear mother’s 
imstructions, you will make your father happy, and all 
of your friends here and in America wih rejoice: but if 
you do not, your father’s heart will be sorrowful indeed> 
and all your friends will be deeply grieved. Be kind 
and obedient to your father, and thus the Lord will 
bless you. Be gentle and affectionate also to your little 
brother. Often talk with him about his mother, and as he 
becomes older, tell him all about her,—how she looked,— 


* The former in the ninth year, and the latter in the sixth 
year of her age, Their brother is in the second year of his 


age. 
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what she did and said,—how she loved him, and prayed 
for him before she died. Finally be attentive and grate- 
ful to ail & your friends. Whenever they do youakind- 
ness, always thank them for it, and remember to pray 
for them in secret before you sleep. Thus you will al- 
ways have friends, whom you will greatly love, and those 
who will ever delight in your welfare. 

And io all the children present who can understand 
let me say, you see, dear children, that your mothers 
may soon be called away as Jane’s and Sophia’s has 
been. Be thankful then to God, that your mothers 
still live, to do you good. Always fear to offend or dis- 
obey them. Always be ready to listen to them, and 
cheerful in obeying them. ‘Thus they will delight to 
watch over you, and pray for you, and so God will bless 
you all, and make you all happy forever in heaven. 

")he recent exit of our sister furnishes a solemn, in- 
structive, and yet consoling lesson to all of her sur- 
viving sister-hood in this heathen land. Solemn, and 
particularly so to her,* who, among the first of Pro- 
tesitant missionaries, who came to this land, alone ( of 
her sisters ) remains to review the whole of the way 
from the beginning. Her fellow travellers, how soon 
have they disappeared! How widely seattered now ! 
And how soon will they all have finished their journey ! 
And equally solemn is it to the rest, as showing, how 
rapidly time passes away ! 

It is also instructive, reminding you of the importance 
of doing with your might whatsoever your hands find 
to do; and especially for your children, as they may 
soon be left to be nurtured and trained by other hands. 

The event is likewise consoling as showing the faith- 


* Mrs. Robinson. 
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fulness and grace of Christ. Your sister while on earth 
was encompassed with infirmities like yourselves. She 
too was not unfrequently deceived,andled astray through 
the remaining corruptions of a partially sanctified heart. 
And during the former part of her last sickness, as you 
all well know, she was deeply affected in view of her 
past delinquencies, so that her soul sometimes trembled 
to launch away. But brighter and happier moments 
soon came. The sting and terrors of death, gave place 
to the love of Christ and joy inGod. Let not then your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. What you have 
already seen Christ do for your departed sister, he is 
also able and willing to do for you, whenever your hour 
of trial shall come. Be not faithless then, but believing. 

Finally, and in conclusion, let me addess my Brethren 
in the language of the great Apostle to the gentiles: “ But 
this I say brethren the time is short: it remaineth that, 
both they that have wives, be as though they had none; 
and they that weep, as though they wept not ;and they 
that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ; and they that 
buy, as though they possessed not; and they that use this 
world, as not abusing it; for the fashion of this world 
passeth away”. Amen. 
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